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1. 365. a gauntlet on a spear. «A glove upon a lance was the
emblem of faith among the ancient Borderers, who were wont, when
any one broke his word, to expose this emblem, and proclaim him a
faithless villain at the first Border meeting. This ceremony was
much dreaded. See Leslie.'—^ScOTT.
1. 377. swith, quickly. * Shall renne to the toun, and that ful
swilhe.'—-Chaucer, * Pardoner's Tale/ 1. 334.
1. 387. pursuivant-at-arms, literally, 'one who follows/ i.e.
upon a herald, an oracer-at-arms of the degree below a herald.
The herald had to pass through this stage on his way to the higher
dignity, and, while a poursuivant, wore his tabard with the sleeves
turned round to back and breast. See note to Strutt's ' Dress and
Habits,' Planche's edition, p. iSS. It is doubtful whether Scott was
right in dressing the poursuivant in Lord Howard's livery (1. 383):
he was a state official.
1. 407. flemens-firth, 'an asylum for outlaws.'—scott. Fleme,
to exile; firth, a refuge.
1. 409. march-treason pain. * Several species of offences, pecu-
liar to the Border, constituted what was called march-treason.
Among others, was the crime of riding, or causing to ride, against
the opposite country during the time of truce. Thus, in an in-
denture made at the water of Eske, beside Salom, on the 25th day
of March, 1334, betwixt noble lords and mighty, Sirs Henry Percy,
Earl of Northumberland, and Archibald Douglas, Lord of Galloway,
a truce is agreed upon until the 1st day of July; and it is expressly
accorded, "Gif ony stellis authir on the ta part, or on the tothyr,
that he shall be hanget or heofdit; and gif ony company stellis any
gudes within the trieux beforesayd, ane of that company sail be
hanget or heofdit, and the remnant sail restore the gudys stolen in
the dubble."—History of Westmoreland and Ctwiberland, Introd.
p. xxxix,'—scott.
1. 418. warrison is explained by Scott to mean 'note of assault.*
' Warison,' in Barbour, Chaucer, and Malory, means 'reward'; I da
not know Scott's authority for using the word in this sense.
1. 437. Will cleanse him. 'In dubious cases, the innocence of
Border criminals was occasionally referred to their own oath. The
form of excusing bills, or indictments, by Border-oath, ran thus:—
"You shall swear by heaven above you, hell beneath you, by your
part of Paradise, by all that God made in six days and seven nights,
and by God himself, you are whart out sackless of art, part, way,
wilting, ridd, kenning, having, or recetting of any of the goods and

